CHAPTER XIV

FRANCE IN THE FIRST HALF OF THE TWELFTH

CENTURY

AT the end of the eleventh century the monarchy in k0^8 VI
France had reached its lowest depths. The king,
lethargic and sensual, hardly held the reins of
government. Even in his own domain he had given up the
attempt to maintain order; the barons with their castles
dominated the highways, which were quite unsafe for the
peaceful traveller, and plundered the Church lands in their
vicinity. But the king's son was a man of very different
mould and, fortunately for France, the reign of Louis VI,
though he did not actually become king until 1108, really
commenced with the beginning of the century when Philip
surrendered to him the direction of affairs. He was possessed
to a full degree of the energy in which his father was so
strikingly lacking, and he employed it in military enterprises,
for which there was abundant excuse in every part of the
royal domain. His fearless courage won the admiration of
his knightly contemporaries, and he had other qualities which
were rarer in his time and which appealed to other classes:
he was a lover of order and right, naturally kind of heart,
and hated cruelty and oppression. His one physical failing,
which he inherited from his father, has given him the name
of Louis the Fat. His stoutness increased, until in 1126
he could no longer mount a horse. But the spirit was still
willing, and it was in 1135, only two years before his death,
that he took part in his last expedition.

A chronological list of the events of his reign would be The sup-
mainly a catalogue of these expeditions, some of them against
the king of England, one to Flanders, one even against
Emperor, but the vast majority of them directed to keep the royal domain
peace and assert his authority in the royal domain.   Of the
numerous robber barons who infested the domain, some were
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